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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide and to honor Armenia for the enormous 
strides they have made since that unspeak-
able tragedy. On April 24, 1915, approximately 
1.5 million Armenians suffered the first delib-
erate act of systematic mass murder by the 
Ottoman Empire and the unspeakable crime of 
genocide was born. I believe we are all mor-
ally obligated to never forget this dark episode 
in history and call for an honest acknowledge-
ment of the facts from all parties. 

I would also like to point out that this is also 
an opportunity to celebrate the resiliency of 
the Armenian people. Armenia has been a 
great champion of freedom and democracy. I 
expect our two nations will continue to build 
on our close ties and support peace and sta-
bility in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I would again like to express 
my sympathy to the survivors and descend-
ants of the Armenian Genocide. I hope we can 
all take time to reflect on this solemn day of 
remembrance and take this occasion to rein-
force our bond and renew our commitment to 
end tyranny and protect democracy. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO ESTATE TAX 
REPEAL 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it was 
barely three weeks ago that the Republicans 
came to the floor with their ‘‘work harder, get 
less’’ budget. While making everyday life hard-
er on working Americans, the Republican 
budget disinvests in the future of our nation by 
making deep cuts to education, infrastructure, 
and scientific research. Under their plan, 
Americans would face smaller paychecks and 
have a harder time getting ahead or buying a 
home; kids would have a harder time affording 
college; and seniors would have a harder time 
ensuring a secure retirement, with the end of 
the Medicare guarantee and immediate higher 
costs. 

The Republican plan also took budget 
quackery to a new level. Their budget claimed 
to repeal the ACA, but relied on its revenues 
and savings in order to claim it balanced in 
2025. It made no accounting for the costs of 
the almost $1 trillion in business tax cuts that 
Republicans called for in the 113th Congress. 
The Republican budget also included all the 
revenue from the current estate tax. 

Today, Republicans are fully abandoning 
any claim to balancing the budget, and show-

ing once again that they prioritize wealth over 
hard work. Instead of investing in America in 
a fiscally responsible way, Republicans want 
to give the very wealthiest households a $269 
billion dollar tax cut by repealing the estate 
tax, while still refusing to close a single spe-
cial-interest loophole to pay for it. 

The estate tax is designed so that it only af-
fects the very wealthiest households. Today, 
you do not have any estate tax obligation as 
a couple if your estate is less than $10 million. 
That means that only 5,500 of America’s rich-
est families will pay the estate tax this year. 
There are cruise ships that hold more people 
than that. 99.8% of households will never pay 
it. We do have an estate tax on the amount 
over $10 million, because we do not believe 
that people should get ahead just by the 
wealth they inherited from others—Americans 
pride themselves on getting ahead through 
their own hard work. 

But instead of rewarding work, Republicans 
are passing a massive giveaway for just 5,500 
of the wealthiest households in the country. 
The average tax cut will be $3.3 million. 
Three-quarters of the cost of this bill goes to 
households with estates over $20 million. For 
households with estates worth over $50 mil-
lion, the average tax cut would be $22.5 mil-
lion. And right now, the wealthy have rarely 
been better off. The top 1% of income-earners 
now hold 42% of all the wealth in the United 
States. Last week was the 90th anniversary of 
The Great Gatsby being published, and we 
are heading towards levels of wealth con-
centration not seen since then. 

And yet, Republicans want to give tax cuts 
to the very richest families without doing any-
thing for the middle class. In fact, the Repub-
lican budget would raise taxes on American 
workers—it ends the American Opportunity 
Tax Credit for higher education, ends the ex-
pansions to the Earned Income Tax Credit 
and the Child Tax Credit, does nothing to ex-
pand the EITC for childless workers, does 
nothing to expand tax credits for child or elder-
ly care, and does nothing to help two-earner 
families. This bill also destroys any pretense 
of the Republicans balancing the budget in ten 
years. This is not just me talking—the non-
partisan Committee for a Responsible Federal 
Budget said, ‘‘if the estate tax were repealed, 
the budget would no longer balance.’’ And 
they did not even take into account the lost 
revenues from repealing the Affordable Care 
Act or unpaid for extensions of expiring tax 
provisions. If you add those altogether, in 
2025, the Republican Budget is hundreds of 
billions of dollars in the red. 

Of course, this is nothing new. In the two 
years of the 113th Congress, the Republicans 
passed tax bills on the House floor and in the 
Ways and Means Committee that, including 
debt service, would have increased the deficit 
by a trillion dollars. The Republicans in this 
Congress are doing their very best to surpass 
even that level of fiscal irresponsibility. When 
you add up all the tax bills approved by Ways 
and Means Republicans in this Congress, the 
debt would grow by $700 billion—and it’s only 

April! Just today, in addition to the estate tax, 
the Republicans brought another permanent 
tax extension to the Floor without closing any 
loophole to pay for it—not the loophole for cor-
porate jets, for hedge fund managers, or for 
shipping jobs overseas. 

The House Democratic Budget is focused 
on the priorities of the American people— 
boosting the economy to create more broadly 
shared prosperity, making critical investments 
in our future, and keeping our promises to 
seniors. Our plan would grow workers’ pay-
checks and provide tax cuts for the middle 
class and for Americans who are working hard 
to get by; invest in our infrastructure and 
transportation network; help students pay for 
college; support working families and reduce 
the cost of childcare. And we do it in a fiscally 
responsible way. 

Today is more proof that Republicans are 
not seeking balance. Rather, they want to cut 
crucial supports for children and the elderly, 
voucherize Medicare and cut investments in 
research and infrastructure, all so that they 
can give America’s wealthiest families multi- 
million dollar tax cuts. 

We need to foster shared prosperity and re-
ward hard work, not give a tax cut to multi-mil-
lionaires. I urge my colleagues to vote no on 
H.R. 1105. 

f 

HONORING ISRAEL’S 67TH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
every year I am reminded of the extraordinary 
accomplishments of the young State of Israel. 
See, our birthdays are just a few days apart. 
This year we both turn sixty-seven. 

When I think of some of my own milestones 
I inherently think about Israel. 

We came into the world at the same time, 
but while I was being cared for by loving par-
ents, Israel was forced to fight for its very sur-
vival when it was attacked by surrounding 
Arab armies immediately after declaring inde-
pendence in 1948. 

As I entered my college years at Boston 
University in 1967, Israel retook control of the 
holiest site in Judaism during the Six Day 
War, allowing Jews to once again pray in the 
old city of Jerusalem where they have prayed 
for thousands of years. 

During my days as a law student at George-
town, in the early 1970s, Israel elected an 
American-born woman, Golda Meir, to lead 
the country as Prime Minister—one of the first 
women to ever lead a nation. 

In March of 1979, following the birth of my 
son Ben, Israel reached a ground-breaking 
treaty with Egypt, ceding the entire Sinai—a 
landmass larger than the current State of 
Israel—in exchange for recognition and peace. 

In the early 1990s, as a State Legislator, I 
took my second trip to Israel meeting with 
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many Ethiopian Jews who were among the 
tens of thousands saved by Israel when they 
were airlifted to the Democratic Jewish State. 

While I was back in Florida’s Legislature, 
Israel reached yet another critical peace 
agreement, this time with Jordan, dem-
onstrating once again Israel’s enduring com-
mitment to ending conflict. 

I remember facing many challenges in my 
next role as Mayor of West Palm Beach but 
none compared to the daily barrage of terror 
attacks Israelis suffered during the Second 
Intifada. 

And over the last few years, while I have 
served in the House of Representatives, Israel 
has accomplished so much even while faced 
with the constant threat of rocket attacks from 
Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah terror in Lebanon, 
spill-over from the war in Syria, attacks from 
Sinai in Egypt, and the ire of a possible nu-
clear Iran. 

Since its founding Israel has been at a near 
perpetual state of war, yet the resilience of 
Israeli people has allowed the nation to thrive 
and contribute so much to the community of 
nations. 

In a tiny country where 60 percent of the 
land mass is desert, Israelis invented drip irri-
gation to make the desert bloom with vine-
yards and vegetable farms. They now share 
that technology with countries in Africa facing 
water scarcity where millions more people are 
being fed by cutting water use over 90 per-
cent. 

Israel also perfected seawater desalination 
which it is sharing today with California to help 
them during their drought. In fact, an Israeli 
company is helping to build what will become 
the largest desalination plant in the Western 
Hemisphere just north of San Diego. 

Israel at 67 is a world leader in medicine, 
technology, defense, and energy. It is a coun-
try with whom the United States has partnered 
since President Harry Truman recognized the 
nascent state just minutes after its founding. 
And Israel is a country with whom we continue 
to partner because it represents freedom, de-
mocracy, and progress in a region where tyr-
anny too often reigns. 

As we celebrate more birthdays together in 
the future, I will do all I can to ensure Israel 
continues to flourish as a Jewish and demo-
cratic state, and that the bond between our 
two nations never falters. 

Yom Huledet Sameach, happy 67th birthday 
to our enduring ally Israel. 

f 

INMAN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TREY GOWDY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing proclamation: 

Whereas, Mount Calvary Baptist Church 
was formed July 28, 1865, with 19 charter 
members led by Pastor I. L. West; and 

Whereas, after several name changes in 
1915 the name was changed to its present 
name, Inman First Baptist Church; and 

Whereas, Inman First Baptist Church con-
tinues to be one of the leading churches in 
Inman, South Carolina, and under the leader-
ship of Dr. Paul Moore the congregation con-
tinues to be active and enthusiastic members 
of our community; and 

Whereas, Inman First Baptist Church is 
celebrating its 150th anniversary this year and 
this anniversary celebration will draw former 
and current members to Inman, South Caro-
lina, to participate in this momentous mile-
stone in the history of their church; 

Now therefore, be it resolved that I, TREY 
GOWDY, do congratulate the members of 
Inman First Baptist Church in recognition of 
their 150th anniversary and thank them for 
their unwavering commitment, dedication, and 
contributions to Spartanburg County and to 
the Fourth Congressional District of South 
Carolina. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND’S 1975 NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP LACROSSE TEAM 
AND COACH BUDDY BEARDMORE 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, in honor of the 40th anniversary of The 
University of Maryland Men’s National Cham-
pionship Lacrosse Team of 1975. And it’s dis-
tinguished Coach Buddy Beardmore, and his 
players and coaches, and trainer Jim Weir 
who has since passed. Buddy brought two Na-
tional Championship titles to Maryland, with 
his now famous ‘‘Be the Best’’ ethos, and 
brought the lacrosse world into the modern 
day age, with his weight training, running, and 
tactics both on and off the field. Their speed 
and strength and power were something to 
behold, and they are the benchmark by which 
any great team is measured today. 

‘‘Be the Best’’ 
Now beat Hopkins guys! 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join with 
Armenians throughout the United States, Ar-
menia, and the world in commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide. 
This past week, members and friends of the 
Armenian community gathered to remember 
April 24, 1915, when the arrest and murder of 
200 Armenian politicians, academics, and 
community leaders in Constantinople marked 
the beginning of an eight-year campaign of ex-
termination against the Armenian people by 
the Ottoman Empire. 

Between 1915 and 1923, approximately 1.5 
million Armenians were killed and over 
500,000 more were exiled to the desert to die 
of thirst or starvation. The Armenian genocide 
was the first mass murder of the 20th century, 
a century that was sadly to be marked by 
many similar attempts at racial or ethnic exter-
mination, from the Holocaust to the Rwandan 
genocide to Darfur, Sudan. 

As we solemnly remember the victims of 
this tragedy, let us also celebrate the extraor-
dinary strength and spirit of the Armenian peo-
ple, who have fought successfully to preserve 
their culture and identity for over a thousand 
years. They overcame the horrors of geno-
cide, two world wars, and decades of Soviet 
dominance in order to establish modern Arme-
nia. In addition, the vibrant Armenian diaspora 
continues to thrive and around the world. 

It is only by acknowledging and learning 
from the past that we can build a future free 
of racial, ethnic, and religious hate and vio-
lence. By remembering the Armenian geno-
cide and speaking out against all such atroc-
ities, we can live up to the promise made to 
all those who suffered of ‘‘never again.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE EL MONTE 
UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OF EL MONTE 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2015 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the El 
Monte Union High School District of El Monte, 
California for receiving the 2015 U.S. Depart-
ment of Education Green Ribbon School and 
District Sustainability Award. El Monte Union 
High School District was one of just 14 school 
districts across the country chosen to receive 
such an award and I am honored to represent 
them. 

The Green Ribbon award recognizes 
schools and districts that shine in three areas 
of environmental sustainability. These three 
areas are: reducing utility cost and environ-
mental impact, improving the environmental 
health on campus including fitness and nutri-
tion, and offering effective sustainability edu-
cational programs. Schools and districts must 
excel in all three areas in order to receive the 
award. 

We have a moral obligation to protect our 
environment. Every one of us should be chip-
ping in to help preserve our planet. I am im-
mensely proud to represent a school district 
that has taken this to a new level. The stu-
dents, parents, and faculty members should 
be proud of themselves for their hard work. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
the El Monte Union High School District, and 
the other schools and districts across the 
country who’ve received this year’s Green Rib-
bon School Award. Thank you all for doing 
your part to preserve our planet. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 28, 2015 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
APRIL 29 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2016 for the National Guard 
and Reserve. 

SD–192 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2016 for the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on Housing, Transpor-
tation, and Community Development 

To hold hearings to examine opportuni-
ties for private investment in public in-
frastructure. 

SD–538 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine five years 

after Deepwater Horizon, focusing on 
improvements and challenges in pre-
vention and response. 

SR–253 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine the King vs. 

Burwell Supreme Court case and con-
gressional action that can be taken to 
protect small businesses and their em-
ployees. 

SR–428A 
9:35 a.m. 

Committee on Finance 
Business meeting to consider S. 335, to 

amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to improve 529 plans. 

SD–215 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Home-

land Security 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2016 for the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–138 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of the Inte-

rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2016 for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

SD–124 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine military 
space programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2016 and the Future Years Defense 
Program; with the possibility of a 
closed session in SVC–217 following the 
open session. 

SR–222 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

Business meeting to consider S. 152, to 
prohibit gaming activities on certain 
Indian land in Arizona until the expira-
tion of certain gaming compacts; to be 
immediately followed by a hearing to 
examine S. 248, to clarify the rights of 
Indians and Indian tribes on Indian 
lands under the National Labor Rela-
tions Act. 

SD–628 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Govern-
ment Accountability Office’s High Risk 
List and the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration. 

SR–418 

APRIL 30 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States European Command programs 
and budget in review of the Defense 
Authorization Request for fiscal year 
2016 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor, 

Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates for fiscal year 2016 for 
the National Institutes of Health. 

SD–124 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 

and Investment 
To hold hearings to examine insurance 

capital rules and Financial Stability 
Oversight Council (FSOC) process. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine S. 703, to re-

authorize the weatherization and State 
energy programs, S. 720, to promote en-
ergy savings in residential buildings 
and industry, S. 858, to amend the Na-
tional Energy Conservation Policy Act 
to encourage the increased use of per-
formance contracting in Federal facili-
ties, S. 523, to coordinate the provision 
of energy retrofitting assistance to 
schools, S. 600, to require the Secretary 
of Energy to establish an energy effi-
ciency retrofit pilot program, S. 723, to 
amend the National Energy Conserva-
tion Policy Act to provide guidance on 
utility energy service contracts used 
by Federal agencies, S. 869, to improve 
energy performance in Federal build-
ings, S. 878, to establish a State resi-
dential building energy efficiency up-

grades loan pilot program, S. 886, to 
amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
provide for a smart energy and water 
efficiency pilot program, S. 888, to pro-
mote Federal-State partnerships for 
developing regional energy strategies 
and plans to mitigate risks in changing 
energy systems, S. 893, to establish an 
Energy Productivity Innovation Chal-
lenge (EPIC) to assist energy policy in-
novation in the States to promote the 
goal of doubling electric and thermal 
energy productivity by January 1, 2030, 
S. 939, to require the evaluation and 
consolidation of duplicative green 
building programs within the Depart-
ment of Energy, S. 1029, to amend the 
Energy Policy and Conservation Act to 
prohibit the Secretary of Energy from 
prescribing a final rule amending the 
efficiency standards for residential 
non-weatherized gas furnaces or mobile 
home furnaces until an analysis has 
been completed, S. 1038, to clarify that 
no express or implied warranty is pro-
vided by reason of a disclosure relating 
to voluntary participation in the En-
ergy Star program, S. 1039, to require 
certain agencies to conduct assess-
ments of data centers and develop data 
center consolidation and optimization 
plans to achieve energy cost savings, S. 
1044, to enhance consumer access to 
electricity information and allow for 
the adoption of innovative products 
and services to help consumers manage 
their energy usage, S. 1046, to accel-
erate the adoption of smart building 
technologies in the private sector and 
key Federal agencies, S. 1047, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to re-
view rulemaking proceedings of other 
Federal agencies for the potential to 
cause an adverse effect on the cost, 
time, or difficulty of complying with 
energy efficiency regulations, guide-
lines, or standards, S. 1048, to remove 
the authority of the Secretary of En-
ergy to amend or issue new energy effi-
ciency standards for ceiling fans, S. 
1052, to require a study on the impact 
of State and local performance 
benchmarking and disclosure policies 
for commercial and multifamily build-
ings, to provide for competitive awards 
to utilities, States, and units of local 
government, S. 1053, to amend the Na-
tional Energy Conservation Policy Act 
to promote alternative fueled vehicle 
fleets and infrastructure, and S. 1063, 
to amend title VI of the Public Utility 
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to es-
tablish a Federal energy efficiency re-
source standard for electricity and nat-
ural gas suppliers. 

SD–366 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine safe-
guarding American interests in the 
East and South China Seas. 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 993, to 
increase public safety by facilitating 
collaboration among the criminal jus-
tice, juvenile justice, veterans treat-
ment services, mental health treat-
ment, and substance abuse systems. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, 
and Mining 

To hold hearings to examine the Bureau 
of Land Management’s final rule on hy-
draulic fracturing. 

SD–366 
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Select Committee on Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

MAY 5 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold oversight hearings to examine 
the Federal government’s role in wild-
fire management, the impact of fires 

on communities, and potential im-
provements to be made in fire oper-
ations. 

SD–366 

MAY 12 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine S. 883, to fa-
cilitate the reestablishment of domes-
tic, critical mineral designation, as-

sessment, production, manufacturing, 
recycling, analysis, forecasting, work-
force, education, and research capabili-
ties in the United States. 

SD–366 
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